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What Is A Command Line Argument In Java? 


Have you ever wished you could communicate with a program and give it 
instructions without changing its code? Well, in the world of Java 
programming, command line arguments in java make that possible! When 
you run a Java program from the command line, you can provide additional 
information or instructions to the program. Command line arguments refer to 
these inputs. They are like special messages you send to the program to tell it 
what to do. 


Consider it like this: Think of a buddy you have who enjoys baking cakes. 
Giving your friend detailed directions on how to make the cake, including the 
type of icing to use, the flavours to use, and even the decorations, is an option. 


Similar to this, command line arguments enable you to send particular 
instructions to a Java program while running the program. Command line 
argument allow you to personalise how a Java program functions without 
modifying its source code. It allows you to adapt the program to different 
scenarios or provide specific inputs, making it more versatile and interactive. 


In Java, the main() method plays a crucial role in receiving these command 
line arguments. It acts as a gatekeeper, accepting the inputs you provide 
when running the program. The program can then use these arguments to 
customise its behaviour based on your instructions. 


How To Pass Command Line Arguments In Java 


In Java programming, you can pass command line arguments to a program, 
providing it with additional information or instructions. Here’s a simple guide 


on how to pass command line arguments: 


Open your command prompt or terminal. 
Navigate to the directory where your Java program is located. 


Compile the Java program: javac MyProgram. java. 
Run the program with command line arguments: java MyProgram 10 20. 


That’s it! The program will receive the command line arguments and you can 
access them in your Java program using the string[] args parameter in 


the main() method. 


Retrieving Command Line Arguments In Java 


In Java programming, retrieving command line arguments is a 
straightforward process. Once you've passed the command line argument to 
your Java program, you can access them and use them within your code. 


Let’s take a look at how you can retrieve command line arguments using an 
example: 


We can see the main() method of a Java program in the code above. The 
command line argument sent to the program are included in an array that is 
given as the args parameter. To retrieve the command line arguments, we 
can access the elements of the args array. In this example, we're retrieving 


the first java program argument with args[0] and the second argument 


with args[1]. You can modify and expand on this code to suit your specific 
requirements. You can use the retrieved command line arguments in your 
program for various purposes, such as performing calculations, making 


decisions, or processing data. 


Remember that the index of the args array starts from 0, so the first 
command line argument is accessed with args [0], the second with args[1], 
and so on. 


How To Pass Command Line Argument In Java 


In Java programming, you can pass command line arguments to a program, 
providing it with additional information or instructions. Here’s a simple guide 


on how to pass command line arguments: 


e Open your command prompt or terminal. 
e Navigate to the directory where your Java program is located. 


e Compile the Java program: javac MyProgram.java 


a Copy code 


javac MyProgram. java 


e Run the program with command line arguments: java MyProgram 
10 20`. 


java MyProgram 10 20 


That's it! The program will receive the command line arguments and you can 
access them in your program using the “String[] args’ parameter in 
the `main()` method. 


Retrieving Command Line Arguments In Java 


In Java programming, retrieving command line arguments is a 

straightforward process. Once you've passed the command line arguments 
to your Java program, you can access them and use them within your code. 
Let’s take a look at how you can retrieve command line arguments using an 


example: 


CommandLineArgsExample { 


main(String[] args) { 


String argi = args[0]; 


String arg2 = args[1i]; 


We can see the `main()` method of a Java program in the code above. The 
program receives the command line arguments as an array given in the 
‘args’ parameter. To retrieve the command line arguments, we can access 
the elements of the ‘args’ array. In this example, we're retrieving the first 


argument with `args[0] and the second argument with “args[1]°. You can 


modify and expand on this code to suit your specific requirements. The 
retrieved command line arguments can be used in your program for various 
purposes, such as performing calculations, making decisions, or processing 


data. 


Remember that the index of the “args array starts from 0, so the first 
command line argument is accessed with “args[0]*, the second 


with “args[1]”, and so on. 
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